Life Group Discussion Questions

“Silence Is Not Absence”  
Pastor Bill
February 5th, 2017
Text:  Genesis 37  
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1. Have someone read Genesis 37 in its entirety.   Identify 1 or 2 parts of this story that you were familiar with.  Identify 1 or 2 parts that you have overlooked or forgotten.

2. Just like Mount St. Helens, Jacob’s family probably appeared stable to an outsider.    But like the mountain, underneath there were things brewing that would blow the top off the family.   Jacob, Joseph and the brothers were all dealing with brokenness in their hearts.  Can you recall what each of them was dealing with?    In other words, what was Jacob doing, and what events from his past may have brought him to this point? 

3. Do you agree or disagree that what was true about Jacob’s family (outer stability/inner dysfunction) is typical of most families even today?    I’d like to encourage your life group to strive for a level of trust and transparency in the group, where anyone of you feel safe in sharing what has been going on “beneath the surface” in your own family (or life).

4.  Bill said that what the Scriptures do well is reveal the contrast between Traditional Religion and The Gospel.   Do you feel as if you can articulate the difference?   Note:  I feel very strongly that every Believer should be able to define both and be prepared to explain the difference when sharing Christ with someone else.   

5. There were two “coincidences”  that we looked at...one involving a stranger in Shechem, the other involving Reuben.   Talk about both and talk about why each one was critical to the story and God’s plan.

6. We looked at two events that took place in the village (and eventually city) of Dothan.  The first was Joseph in the cistern, the other was Elisha in the city.   How were their circumstances similar, how were they different?   (Then do the same for Peter and John the Baptist).

7. What truth do we then discover by working through question #6?    Bill asked, “Can we come alongside of each other and remind each other of this truth when one of us is dealing with silence?”     Can you tuck all of this away (Joseph/Elisha....Peter/The Baptist) and be able to refer to it when coming alongside someone in the future?

8. There are some similarities in how God worked salvation through Joseph and how God works Salvation through Christ.   Identify some similarities (John 1:11..Matthew 26:15).  How did Joseph foreshadow Jesus?

9. Identify what was different between the two.   In other words, how was Jesus “a perfect Joseph”?
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