Life Group Discussion Questions

“Reconciled”  
Pastor Bill
February 26th, 2017
Text:  Genesis 50:15-21  

1. Give chapter 45 a cursory look (not verse by verse) and briefly discuss Joseph’s instructions to his brothers, Pharaoh’s response to what has unfolded and Jacob’s response upon receiving this incredible news.

2. Read chapter 47 starting with verse 13-26 and briefly discuss how Joseph took advantage of the Egyptian’s desperation.    How does this strike you?   

3. Read chapter 49, verses 29-33.    Briefly discuss the life of Jacob...the up’s and down’s of this 3rd Patriarch.    Born a twin and dying here in chapter 49 and some things you can think about in between.

After Jacob dies, the brother’s are afraid that Joseph still holds a grudge.   Joseph’s 3-fold response gives them the answer they wanted and needed for them to be fully reconciled.  The first response (verse 19) indicates that Joseph...

4. Avoid’s God’s Chair

Only God has the right to sit in the chair of judgment.  Why?
Only God has the knowledge to sit in the chair of judgment.  Why?
Only God has the power to sit in the chair of judgment.  Why?

Are you currently holding a grudge against someone?  More than one?   If so, would you agree that you are sitting in God’ chair of judgment?    Are Joseph’s words, “Am I in the place of God?” helpful to you?

5. Takes God’s View (Verse 20)

The view from the valley deals with the here and now.  This is the “default” view for many of us.  Joseph doesn’t disregard the view from the valley, but combines it with God’s view in order to make sense of life.     Think of examples from the message (the university students...how Bill came to be) and then consider what event from your past makes perfect sense when taking your view and also taking God’s view?

6.  Image God’s Love (Verse 21)

Joseph had 2 characteristics that allows him to love his brothers in spite of their past wrongs towards him...Humility and Confidence.  Humility because he was aware of his own sin...Confident in God’s love, care and work in his life.    How would you describe your current level of humility...and confidence?   
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