Life Group Discussion Questions

“Hard, Harder, Hardest”  
Pastor Bill
February 12th, 2017
Text:  Genesis 39  


1. Have someone read Genesis 39 in its entirety.   Identify 1 or 2 parts of this story that you were familiar with.  Identify 1 or 2 parts that you have overlooked or forgotten.

2. The first temptation that Joseph faced – the hard one – was temptation.   We looked at two very different ways that power is used.   Potiphar’s wife used her power in an effort to satisfy her own needs, Joseph used his to bless others.   In what ways are you tempted to use the power (money?) you have to satisfy your own needs?  How do you resist?   In what ways do you try to use your power to bless others?    Do you see any growth in your life...areas where you used to misuse your power where now you look to bless?     

3.  The second temptation – the harder one – was sexual in nature.   Remember the two phrases/words that Joseph to describe what Potiphar’s wife was asking (verse 9b)?  Do you agree with what Bill said, “There are many men and women who claim to follow Jesus but live like they do not see sex outside of the marriage covenant as a wicked thing or sin.”    If you agree, have you ever been in a position to gently point out – to someone who claims to be a Believer – the truth of God’s Word?   How likely would it be that you would take it on...how likely would it be that you would shy away if presented the opportunity to talk about this?

4.  Joseph didn’t resist by trying to suppress his desires...he had an overriding desire for God that allowed him to put all other desires in their proper place.   How does Genesis 29:20 tie in with this? 

5.  Can you recall and talk about how Joseph’s circumstances in 39 foreshadow events in Jesus’ life?

6. What do you think Bill meant when he said, “You are His Rachel...the overriding desire of His heart.”    Does this awareness help you to make Jesus your Rachel?

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]The third temptation – the hardest – was and is despair.    In what way?   Can you recall times in your life where you were in despair due to circumstance that at the time were blowing up your life?   Can anyone share – in hindsight – that God was actively involved and that the “blow up” was necessary to bring about something good?  

8. Bill said, “God has given us Joseph’s book – Joseph’s story – as a way of showing us how He works in all of our lives.”  What do you think he means by that?  
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